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Google Earth and the KMZ file 
 
Information value increases when the information is widely available.  We chose to 
make assessment data available in a Google Earth format so that any resident with 
access to a computer could view and analyze much of the collected data. 
 
The Google Earth display shows a Pine Creek stream map, municipal boundaries, 
waypoints color coded for visual assessment rating, and detailed waypoint information 
including GPS coordinates, visual assessment scoring, items of interest, field data sheet 
numbers, and photo numbers and descriptions. 
 
The information necessary for Google Earth to produce the display is in the file 
ñPine2010.kmzò which is on the DVD or it may be downloaded from either 
pinecreekwpa.org or naecwpa.org. 
 
After downloading the KMZ file, start Google Earth (available at 
http://earth.google.com/download-earth.html). 
 
Google Earth will display its screen.  (Below is a section of the upper left of the screen) 
 

 

http://earth.google.com/download-earth.html
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The following window will appear: 

 
 
You will then see a display something like: 
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By rotating and zooming you should be able to get an image that looks like this: 
 

 
 
All of the waypoints are on the map and the colors reflect the quality of stream reaches 
according to the visual assessment criteria:  Red ï poor, Yellow ï fair, Green ï good.  
No reaches were scored ñexcellentò. 
 
If you want to you can zoom in close enough to see your house. 


